MUHLENBERG

rvl~C
Vol. 6, No.6

MEDICAL

CENTER.

:: PULSE

MUHLENBERG

MEDICAL CENTER,

BETHLEHEM,

PA.

November-December 1973

MMC New Home Of Alcohol Detoxification Unit
12-Bed Sector Of
Hospital Replaces
Former N'thampton
Residential Center

Medical Products
Displayed At MMC
Staff Program
A unique "Products Fair"
was conducted at Muhlenberg
Medical Center on December
4-5 for members of various
hospital staffs. The program
was the first of its type ever
held at MMC and one of the
few ever offered locally.
Mrs. Susan E. Hutchens,
R.N., staff development coordinator, announced that the
purpose of the program was
to familiarize staff members
with new products that are
being used at MMC. Persons
attending the function also
learned of products that are
now available from a number
of pharmaceutical and medical supply companies.
Mrs. Hutchens
reported
that the program was attended
(Continued on page 3)

Men Donate $2,000
For Paging System
The Men of Muhlenberg
Medical Center have donated
a special gift of $2,000 to the
hospital for the purchase and
installation of a new paging
system.
Donald E. Porter, administrator, announced that the
system has already been installed by Lehigh Valley Mobile Page Systems of Bethlehem and is now in operation.
The paging system, which
includes a microphone at the
main switchboard, an amplifier and speakers in nonpatient areas, makes it pos(Continued on page 3)
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ALCOHOL DETOXIFICATION CENTER'""""Nursing Director Frank A.
Schaffer, R.N. and Assistant Director Mrs. Alice Kuntz, R.N., tour
patient rooms in the new third floor unit.

Newly-Renovated Camille Shop
Rings In The Holiday Season
The spirit of the Christmas shopping season visited Muhlenberg Medical Center's Camille Gift Shop this year with more
than the usual holiday gaiety.
In addition to its traditional Christmas gift items and decorations, the first floor shop opened the holiday season with the
completion of a renovation
program that has provided the
facility with nearly 50 per cent
more space.
Mrs. Winona Gangewere,
The board of directors of Camille Shop manager, rethe Women's Auxiliary of ported that the additional
Muhlenberg Medical Center space allows an expanded
has received a check for shopping area for patrons, as
$1,000 from Mrs. William well as increased display areas
MacMorris, chairman of the for the shop's gift selection.
Mrs. Gangewere noted that
auxiliary's thrift shop.
the renovation program, which
Mrs. MacMorris indicated
that the check represented the was initiated in September,
recent profits from the shop, has also created a more pleaswhich is located at 5 E. 3rd ant atmosphere for the shop's
Street in Bethlehem. She noted snack bar, where visitors and
that the shop is open from 10 staff members can stop for
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Tues- refreshments or a light lunch.

Thrift Shop Turns
In Proceeds Check

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued on page 3)

Muhlenberg Medical Center
has been designated as .the
new site of the Alcohol Detoxification Center formerly
operated at Allentown Osteopathic Hospital's Northampton branch.
Atty. Jacob S. Kolb, MMC
president, announced that the
center was formally opened
on Thursday, December 27.
The facility, which is segregated from the regular patient area on the hospital's
third floor, provides 12 beds
for inpatient treatment.
A counselor, nurses and
attendants from the Northampton center will continue
to perform patient-related duties at MMC.
Treatment at the center will
include group and individual
counseling and recreational
therapy. Patients will be encouraged to do everything for
themselves and will receive
their meals in the hospital's
dining room.
Atty. Kolb stressed that
the center's current advisory
council will continue to assist
in the direction and operation
of the program.
The center, the area's only
unit for the treatment of alcoholism, has been in existence since 1970. Prior to its
relocation at MMC, the facility was offering care and treatment to some 60 patients each
month. The average length of
stay in the unit ranged from
5 to 7 days.
(Continued on page 2)
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Meet The Director

Mrs. Stever Combines Talents
With Service In Aiding MMC
From making flower arrangements to serving as a
hospital volunteer to becoming a member of the board of
directors traces Mrs. E. Allen
Stever's continuing association
with Muhlenberg
Medical
Center.
A teacher and lecturer on
flower arranging, Mrs. Stever
initially came in contact with
the hospital over 10 years
ago, when she and a group of
women prepared flower arrangements for one of the first
Lehigh Valley Summer Festivals.
Several years later, Mrs.
Mary Grace Stanton, R.N.,
director of volunteers, called
Mrs. Stever for advice on
decorating the interior of the
hospital's sub-level.
Mrs. Stever recalls that "I
couldn't really select the appropriate color schemes and
draperies over the phone, so
I drove over to MMC to get
a first-hand idea of the floor's
decorating needs."
After a tour of the sublevel's offices, hallway and
Physical Therapy Department,
she selected paints, ordered
draperies and decided that a
mural would add a pleasant
touch to the floor's waiting
area.
This more or less casual
visit earned Mrs. Stever the
unofficial title of volunteer-incharge of interior decorating.
Since that time, her decorating
talents have been applied to
nearly every area of the hospital.
Then, in 1971, Mrs. Stever
was elected to the hospital's
board of directors, where she
has served on the board's public relations and development,
supplies and services and long
range planning committees.
A native of Boston, Mrs.
Stever is a graduate of both
Bethlehem
Catholic
High

MRS. E. ALLEN STEVER

School and Bethlehem Business College.
The MMC board member
also graduated from Cornish
Institute of Arts in Seattle,
Washington, where she completed a course in interior
decorating.
Her community activities
have not been limited to serving at MMC. A past president
of the Bethlehem Garden
Club, she is a board member
of both the local club and the
Garden Club Federation of
Pennsylvania.
Her garden club involvement led to a unique flower
arranging course for the children at Wiley House, where
she now serves as a member
and past president of the organization's auxiliary board.
While performing the duties
associated with her many activities, Mrs. Stever often
comes in contact with area
residents, who have, at one
time or another, been patients
at MMC.
She states that "the comments I've heard about the
hospital and its staff have
been filled with nothing but
praise."
Without taking credit for
her own decorating contribu(Continued on page 4-)

Six Physicians Granted Active
Privileges On Medical Staff
Muhlenberg Medical Center's board of directors has approved the appointment of six physicians to the hospital's medical staff. The board's action was based upon recommendations
from the medical staff's executive credentials committee.
Dr. Gavin C. Barr, staff president, announced that active
privileges have been granted to the following physicians:
Jay H. Apfelbaum, M.D., is a native of Wilkes Barre.
He graduated from the University of Scranton and received his
M.D. degree from St. Louis University. A member of Allentown Physicians Anesthesia Associates, Dr. Apfelbaum completed a residency in anesthesia at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital
in Boston.
Doo T. Kim, M.D., a native of Korea, received his medical degree from Younsei University in Seoul. Dr. Kim, who
has served residencies in both surgery and anesthesia, is a member of the American Society of Anesthesiologists.
David J. Hacket, D.O., was born in Allentown. He attended Muhlenberg College and graduated with his doctorate
from the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine. Dr.
Hacket, who has offices in Allentown, served his internship at
Allentown Osteopathic Hospital.
Joseph P. Hutsko, D.O., received his B.S. degree from
Moravian College and his D.O. degree from Kirksville College
of Osteopathy and Surgery. A native of Pottsville, Dr. Hutsko
served his internship at Grandview Hospital in Dayton, Ohio.
Sidney Sament, M.D., was born in Lithuania. He received
his medical degree from the University of Witwatersrand in
South Africa, where he also interned. A member of the
American Academy of Neurology, Dr. Sament has served medical residencies in neurology, surgery, internal medicine and
pediatrics.
Orlando A. Aso, M.D., is a native of the Philippines. He
received his M.D. degree from the University of Santo Tomas
in Manila and served a general surgical internship at City Hospital Center in Elmhurst, N.Y. Dr. Aso has completed two
residencies in general surgery.

Hospital Staff Members Answer
Miller Center's Blood Appeal
"Their response was an impressive example of concern
for one's neighbor."
Mrs. Dorothea Kerstetter,
director of donor recruitment
for the Miller Memorial Blood
Center, singled out 8 Muhlenberg Medical Center employees, who responded to a
call for blood on December
24, for special praise.
The Miller Center needed

ALCOHOL

more than 50 donors to meet
a call for platelets by the Allentown, St. Luke's and Easton hospitals, and Mrs. Kerstetter called the MMC donors
first, since the Blood Center
is on the hospital's campus.
Bethlehem Steel employees
and other groups and individual" on the donor rolls also made what Mrs. Kerstetter
termed, "a heart-warming response to the appeal."

DETOX. CENTER

Patients discharged from
the program are referred to
the out-patient clinic at the
Counseling Center for Alcoholism, 534 Chew Street, AIlentown. Referrals are also
made to the local chapters of
Alcoholics Anonymous.
, Martin H. Ritter, president

(continued from page 1)

of Allentown
Osteopathic,
stated that "the Detoxification
Center is a vital health-care
facility for our community,
and we are most pleased that
Muhlenberg Medical Center
has taken it over. We are
confident that it will be suecessful under their auspices."
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Blood Expert Guest
At Medical Lecture

Products Fair
(Continued from page 1)

Louis W. Sullivan, M.D.,
director of hematology at
Boston City Hospital, was the
guest speaker for the second
program of MMC's 1973-74
medical staff lecture series.
Dr. Gavin C. Barr, staff
president, reported that an
estimated 35 Lehigh Valley
physicians attended the lecture.
Dr. Sullivan's address centered on the effects of alcohol
on the formation of red corpuscles in the blood system.
One of the nation's leading
authorities on blood diseases,
Dr. Sullivan also serves as an
associate professor of medicine and physiology at Boston
University School of Medicine.

LOUIS W. SULLIVAN, M.D.
Guest Speaker

Mrs. Muhr Named To Fourth Term
As Summer Festival Chairman
Mrs. Frank Muhr of Bethlehem has been re-elected
chairman of the Lehigh Valley Summer Festival Committee. Mrs. Muhr will be head-

PAGING SYSTEM - Mrs. Shirley Miller, switchboard supervisor, and
Ralph W. Frantz, Jr., Men of MMC treasurer, inspect the hospital's
new address system.

PAGING SYSTEM

(continued from page 1)

sible to contact physicians and
other staff personnel anywhere
in the hospital.
Mr. Porter indicated that
the system will eventually be
connected with a new switchboard, allowing staff members
to initiate emergency announcements through any hospital telephone. There are also provisions in the system
that would enable stereo back-
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MRS. FRANK MUHR
Festival Chairman

ground music to be broadcast
throughout the hospital.
The hospital adminstrator
noted that extra care was taken in the placement of speakers, minimizing the amount of
sound that can be heard in
patient areas.
A plaque, honoring the
Men of MMC for their contribution to. the hospital, will
be unveiled in the near future.
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ing the event for her fourth
consecutive year.
Franklin L. Kramlich, Jr.,
Bethlehem, was elected cochairman of the committee,
which installed a full slate of
officers in preparation for the
13th annual festival.
Norman M. Snyder, Allentown, was named treasurer.
Mrs. John Detthof, Bethlehem, and Thomas F. Hall,
Allentown, were voted assistant treasurers.
Mrs. William Snyder, Jr.,
Tatamy, was elected secretary,
while Mrs. Merritt Snyder,
Easton, will serve as assistant
secretary.
Mrs. Muhr announced that
the dates for the 1974 Summer Festival will be determined by the committee in the
near future.

Fun Triumphs Over
Rain, Sleet, Snow
The sudden storm of freezing rain and snow on December 21 undoubtedly chilled
the weekend plans of many
Lehigh Valley residents, but
its effect on MMC's annual
employees' Christmas party
was hardly noticeable.
More than 65 persons attended the party at Bethlehem's Windish Hall, where a
combination of fine food and
lively dance resulted in another successful hospital-sponsored event.

by members of the hospital's
nursing, medical, surgical, xray, housekeeping,
nuclear
medicine and medical records
staffs.
Drug company representatives discussed the benefits
and uses of their products
with staff members on a oneto-one basis. The following
firms were represented:
Ross Laboratories;
Jelco
and Ethacon Laboratories,
divisions of Johnson and
Johnson; Travenol Laboratories; Gaymar Laboratories;
Abbott Laboratories; Smith,
Kline and French Laboratories; Eli-Lilly and Co., and
Squibb Pharmaceuticals.
Mrs. Hutchens noted that
the products demonstrated or
displayed during the program
included
intravenous
food
supplements and systems, prepackaged syringe medications,
a temperature regulating pump
for heating pads, germicides
for housekeeping, suture materials, a syringe and needle
destruction unit and splints,
straps and other immobilization devices for orthopedic
dysfunctions.

Camille Shop
(Continued from page 1)

The shop was enlarged by
adding a portion of the area
that formerly served as the
hospital's reception lounge.
The lounge itself is now located next to the MMC Emergency-Outpatient Department.
The remainder of the original
reception area has been left
intact to allow space for the
visitors' information desk.
The newly-renovated Camille Shop includes a fireproof
wall, which has replaced the
wrought iron partition that
previously seperated the shop
from the main hall.
Mrs. Gangewere indicated
that the shop will offer its
usual price-reduction sale following the conclusion of this
year's holiday season.
The Camille Shop, which is
sponsored by the Women's
Auxiliary and staffed entirely
by volunteer workers, is open
daily from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
All proceeds from the shop
are donated to MMC by the
auxiliary.
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Christmas Spirits
Raised By Volume
Of Holiday Fetes
The sights and sounds of
the season flawed through the
halls of Muhlenberg Medical
Center
during
December,
bringing Christmas cheer to
many patients who were
spending at least part of their
holidays away from horne.
Throughout the manth persons and groups combined
their creative talents in an inspiring volunteer effort that
accurately described the love
and jay associated with the
Christmas spirit.
Colorful murals greeted patients and visitars at MMC's
three entrances, while holiday
scenes' brightened the windows in the hospital dining
roam.
Mare Christmas decorations
hung in halls and solariums
throughout the building, which
was often filled with yuletide
music and caroling.
The hospital's Food Service
Department served its traditional Christmas feast, and patients receiving meals in their
rooms found special holiday
favors decorating their trays.
Members of the Bethlehem
area of the Women's Auxiliary conducted the group's annual Christmas tea an December 12.
An organ, loaned to' MMC
by the Allen Organ Company,
was installed in the dining
roam an December 19. Mrs.
Pat Saylor and her students
provided Christmas music at
lunch and dinner through December 28.
Caroling for the patients
was performed by the Notre
Dame Chair.
Tray favors
were prepared by the auxiliary's Hellertown and Carbon
County areas.
Decorations were created
by members of the art departments at Freedom and Liberty
high schools, St. Francis
Academy, Bethlehem Girls'
Club and the Bethlehem Garden Club.

MRS. STEVER

(Continued

tions she notes that "everyone 'I've talked to has been
especially
impressed
with
MMC's pleasant atmosphere."
She adds that "it's certainly
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Emergency Staff Treats 8,800 Patients
At any given moment, the
Emergency Room at Muhlenberg Medical Center might be
the mast peaceful area in the
hospital. Then, within a matter of minutes, this area
could easily be the hospital's
busiest.
Emergencies are like that.
They're sudden, unpredictable, aft en serious and rarely
alike. Only one thing is certain: emergencies must always be expected.
Since the MMC emergency
unit apened in September,
1972, over 8,800 persons
have been treated far cases
ranging from minor traumasprains, lacerations and mild
burns-to. such major emergencies as heart attacks and
serious injuries.
The essential response to'
these personal calamities is
immediate medical attention.
Specially-trained
Emergency
Room physicians and staff
nurses, backed up by a team
of 30 physician specialists, are
a.n duty 24 hours a day to'
provide prompt, quality care.
Located in the center of
one of the Lehigh Valley's
major residential and industrial compl exes, the medical
center and its emergency department are immediately accessible from major highway
and city routes. In many cases,
this proximity to' local transportation arteries saves precious time, a crucial factor in
emergency medicine.
Besides providing criticallyneeded services, the 16-month
old department has made a
number of unique contribu-

EMERGENCY UNIT - Located on the first floor of the MMC Surgical
Wing the hospital's Emergency Room is staffed by an experie!"ced
team' of nurses and physicians, who provide patients with the finest
available care and treatment.

tions towards improving the
quality of available emergency care.
This past month, the department graduated same 30 ambulance corps personnel from
its second state-sponsored
training program. Through a
ten-week series of classes
held at MMC, local ambulance corpsmen learned the
mast up-to-date developments
in modern emergency care
and treatment.
The hospital has also instituted an accelerated pro gram
of industrial health care,
working closely with local
firms and their medical departments.
In addition to treating injuries that result from an-thejab mishaps, MMC provides
these companies with nonemergency services. These include periodic physical ex-

aminations required by the
Occupational
Health
and
Safety Act, return-to-work
certification
far employees
who have recovered from their
injuries and pre-employment
and executive physicals.
Emergency cases involving
psychiatric disorders, such as
extreme depression or intentional overdoses, are frequently handled in the MMC unit.
Once the emergency aspect of
a case has been treated, patients are either admitted to'
the hospital's fifth floor Psychiatric Unit or referred to'
local mental health clinics far
follow-up treatment.
Whatever the case, MMC's
Emergency Room stands canstantly ready with the personnel, equipment and know-how
to' meet any conceivable emergency with the most experienced medical care.

Thrift Shop
(Continued from page 1)

days, Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays.
The thrift shop chairman
made a special appeal to' auxiliary members far donations
of good, used clothing, since
items that are not saleable
must be discarded at the auxiliary's expense.
from page 2)

a privilege to' be involved with
such a fine hospital."
Mrs. Stever and her husband, Allen, reside at 1844
Wilson Avenue, Bethlehem.
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